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provides a psychiatrist who examines every child ; yet a limited inquiry
as to the use made of psychiatrists and psychologists in criminal courts
showed that, in seventy-five out of a hundred areas, nothing in this
way was done. The provision of such a service would be a clear dutv
of the Medical Officer of Mental Health.

The same might be said of a psychiatric service for prisoners : if
the Medical Officer of a prison thought that a prisoner would benefit
from some form of psychotherapy, or if he wanted a second opinion
on the mental state of a prisoner, he would turn to the Medical Officer
of Mental Health. As previously observed (p. 60), a need for the
services of psychiatrists arises from the (Mminal Justice Bill, 1939.

7.  Industrial Psychiatry.   Industrial Medical Officers confronted
with cases of psychiatric abnormality may themselves want an expert
opinion.    Or they may refer the patient back to his private door,
recommending that the latter obtain such an opinion.   Where should
the3' send the patient ?    Or where should they recommend to the
patient's doctor that he be sent I    They would turn to the Medical
Officer of Mental Health for guidance/ Everyone now agrees that
vocational guidance has close connections with mental health.    It is
not yet clear how far such a service will be directed by the Local
Education Authorities or by representatives of the Ministry of Labour.
If the Medical Officer of Mental Health were to be asked to concern
himself with such work, he would probably have dealings with Employ-
ment Exchanges (see p. 59).

8.  Special Schools and Hostels.    The establishment and administra-
tion of special schools and perhaps of hostels for mentally infirm chil-
dren is to be regulated by the Minister of Education ; * use might be
made of the Medical Officer of Mental Health.

9.  Co-operation with Voluntary Organizations.    The adjustment of
the activities of voluntary bodies to those of statutory committees
will be one of the main duties of this officer.

10.  Education in Mental Health.    In Chapter XI  (2), page 72,
were discussed the difficulties of suggesting minimum standards for
out-patient services.   These difficulties arose from the varying degrees
of * psychiatric awareness ' which exist in different parts of the country.
Some of the less urbanized districts are psychiatrically backward and
would not fully utilize services whichj in another district, would be
regarded as inadequate.    In backward districts, the expansion and
development of psychiatric resources must keep pace with the willing-
ness of doctors, magistrates, probation officers, parents and patients
to use them.   The education of the public in the elementary principles
of child development and mental health, and their introduction to
such psychiatric services as are developed, should fall within the
province of the Medical Officer of Mental Health.    This matter is
further discussed on pp. 115-118.

11.  Surveys and Follow-Up.   In Chapter VII the promotion and
co-ordination of research was mentioned as one of the main functions
of the Teaching Psychiatric Unit.    The Medical Officer of Mental
Health shotucl maintain close contact with the professor of psychiatry

1 Education Act, 1944, Section S3.